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Holiday reflections, greetings, and information about our guild 

Christmas Party…  

Lately I’ve been thinking about gratefulness. As we approach the 

time of year when we gather together with friends and family, I 

wish for each of you a feeling of happiness, excitement, calm and a sense of 

appreciation for all that we have. We will have several ways to show our love 

and concern for families in the Ellis County area during this holiday season. 

Be sure to read Cheryl and Deanna’s Community Service article on how you 

can help someone in need this month. We will be collecting monetary 

donations to attach to the branches of our Christmas tree to benefit Habitat for 

Humanity. We will also accept canned goods to be sent to the Love Your 

Neighbor Food Pantry located on College Street in Waxahachie. All donations 

can be brought to our guild Christmas Party being held on November 27th at 

Waxahachie Bible Church.  

I look forward to seeing everyone at the Christmas dinner. There will be good 

food, Bingo, a Bobbin Race challenge, Christmas music, and a Table 

Decorating Contest. The Raffle Drawing for the New Member Tee Shirt quilt 

will be announced at the end of the evening. Thanks to everyone who helped in 

the planning, preparation and decorating for the evening’s festivities!  

Have a wonderful holiday season,  

Victoria Spears, President 

 

Newsletter— 

November 2023 

Find us on Facebook 

Website: www.elliscountyquilters.com 

General Meetings held at the Waxahachie Bible Church 

621 N Grand Ave, Waxahachie, TX 75165 

MAILING ADDRESS: PO BOX 301, MIDLOTHIAN, TX 76065 

 Our General Meeting will be held on Monday, November 27th from 6:30 to 8:45 pm. This will be our 

Annual holiday party! 

It will be in person at Waxahachie Bible Church. 

We are encouraging members to wear masks if they are vulnerable or concerned 

about Covid.  This is a personal choice based on your individual needs and concerns.  

Creative Quilters Guild of Ellis County  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/EllisCountyTXQuilters
http://www.elliscountyquilters.com/
http://waxahachiebible.org/


2      Creative Quilters Guild of Ellis County—-November 2023 Newsletter     
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

SMALL GROUPS WITHIN THE GUILD 

SEWING SISTERS OF WBC  

The Sewing Sisters of WBC meet on Tuesdays from 9am to noon 

at the Waxahachie Bible Church.  
Work on Community Service projects or your own project. Great fellowship 
and always someone to help with sewing. 

 

WHAT IF? ART GROUP  

Our group meets in January, March, May, August and 
October on the 2nd Thursday from 1:00 to 3:00 pm.  We meet at different 
quilt shops and member's houses.  
Please join us! We are very informal!  We bring projects we are working on, 

talk about what new tools, techniques, and quilts we want to try, and just 
have fun.  Email us and we will tell you more! 
 Cindy Garris at cgarris54@gmail.com or Janice Kendrick at jsimp92892@att.net  

Vanya Worley  11/8 

Rita Anderson  11/10 

Tresa Anderson 11/13 

Rägi Marino  11/13 

Victoria Spears 11/16 

Trisha Burns  11/19 

Marie Jeffries  11/19 

Jane Ratliff  11/19 

Rita Watson  11/25 

Tina Crouch  11/27 

Connie Breen  11/28 

 

Krystle Wainscott 12/3 

Peggy Hobbs  12/6 

Maggie Cooper 12/7 

Rose  Kauhane  12/8 

Mary Gajdica  12/12 

Debbie Ray  12/16 

Cora Whitlock  12/16 

Bonnie Zitek  12/16 

Maurine Martin 12/17 

mailto:cgarris54@gmail.com
mailto:jsimp92892@att.net
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   COMMUNITY SERVICE 

We have a couple of extra opportunities to help our community during our Christmas 

Dinner Party!  

First, we will be collecting food for the Love Your Neighbor Food Pantry.  They are in 

need of things like canned foods, peanut butter, jelly, foil packed tuna or chicken, 

macaroni and cheese, and food that does not need to be refrigerated. 

Also, we will be collecting money for Habitat for Humanity.  You can clip your 

donation to the small Christmas tree. 

Looking forward to January, we will have a pattern available to make 

wheelchair/walker bags for the VA and nursing homes.  

Looking forward to seeing you all at the party on November 27th! 

Cheryl Brynsvold, chair   Deanna Haupers, co-chair 

Treasurer’s Report -Fiscal Year 23/24: 1st Quarter Treasurer’s Report 

The beginning balance for August 1, 2023 was $16,510.03.   

Total income for the quarter was $3,372.99. 

Total expenses for the quarter were $2,907.40. 

The ending balance for October 31, 2023 was $17,480.27. 

October, 2023 Guild Financial Audit 

The audit was conducted on October 17, 2023 by Mary Rayburn and Tina Crouch. The 

audit went well, with no major discrepancies or issues identified.  The reviewers made a 

suggestion to ensure documentation was available for recurring charges with no 

invoices.  The suggestion and overview of the audit was provided to the guild board 

during the November 14,2023 board meeting. The suggestion will be fully implemented. 

At this time I would like to thank Mary and Tina for their assistance in the audit.  Their 

participation is greatly appreciated.  

We are currently looking for backup reviewers for the Guild Audits.  We will provide 

instructions on how to conduct the audit.  If you are interested, please contact Sandy 

Pearson at treasurer@elliscountyquilters.com. 

Sandy Pearson, Treasurer 

mailto:treasurer@elliscountyquilters.com
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PROGRAMS 
Our November 27th meeting is the Christmas party and the last meeting of the 

year.  

Things to know: 

 Vote for your favorite table decoration and place vote in designated 

basket. 

 Buttons will be supplied for Bingo. 

 Don’t forget the Amazing Bobbin Race.  Bring your shortest bobbin 

thread from a finished seam.  Tape to an index card with your name on 

it and deposit in the designated basket.   

 Bring your very first ever quilt or closest to it for a fun Show and Tell.   

 Looking forward to a really fun time, good food and fellowship with 

good friends!  

We will ring in the New Year with our own Beckey Prior presenting “Frankenstein, 

Quilt Design.  How I make a Monster of a Quilt”.  Beckey will be sharing about her 

award winning quilt at Paducah in our January 22nd meeting.  You won’t want to 

miss it! 

Karen Hudgin, Chair 

Membership 

Just a little business……. 

Raffle Tickets for the New Member Quilt will be sold at the Christmas Party 

on Nov 27th. At the end of the evening, a lucky winner will be chosen. 

It is also the end of the year and, as of October 23rd, we still are unable to 

close our books for Membership Dues. Please go to the Website and enroll, 

even if you are exempt. As part of our 501.3C we have to account for all of 

our members as well as our community service hours.   

Thank you, 

Mary Gajdica, Membership Chair 
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 Ways and Means 
Look for more 
opportunities to 
volunteer in upcoming 
newsletters at the 
beginning of the New 
Year.  

Charlotte Ricke and 
Leslie Bauer,  
Ways and Means 
Committee Chair and 
Co-Chair 

23-24 Donation Quilt 

“Zen Garden 

 

Website  

Our Website, www.elliscountyquilters.com, is now set up for anyone to purchase 

raffle tickets for the 2024 Donation quilt.  You may purchase tickets at the bottom 

of the Home Page, the Quilt Show Page, or at the Guild Shop Page. Just click on 

"Buy Tickets." Each six-ticket booklet is $5.00. Adjust the Quantity to purchase 

more than six tickets. If you have any questions regarding the use of the website, 

please don't hesitate to contact me at webmaster@elliscountyquilters.com  

Happy Holidays, D'Aon 

http://www.elliscountyquilters.com/
mailto:webmaster@elliscountyquilters.com
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Quilt Show News 

As we enter this Holiday season, we want to wish all of you a very Happy 

Thanksgiving and a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!  We hope you 

have the time to complete any projects you are giving as gifts and enjoy 

the holidays with family and friends.   

After the holidays are over, please continue to work on or plan quilts for 

the 2024 Quilt Show coming up in July 2024.  We have nailed down our 

venue and judges for the show but it’s never too early for you to 

consider what exciting quilt(s) you want to enter either judged or non-

judged in next year’s Show.  It’s also time to start thinking about 

wonderful gift items to make/donate for the Silent Auction.  We had 

some great things last year and hope to have more fabulous items this 

year.  We will be planning the various aspects of the show that need 

volunteers starting in January so be thinking about where you want to 

serve either in the planning of the Show or at the Show itself.  There will 

be much work to be done to make it successful! 

Quilt Show Co-Chairs Joyce Fogarty and D’Aon Lucas 

VOLUNTEERS 
 

At our December General Meeting/Christmas Party, your board members will be 
volunteering. Everyone who has volunteered this past year will get to come to the 
party, relax, enjoy a wonderful meal, and get the night off! You have volunteered and 
worked for your guild all year; this is a night that you don’t have to do anything; just 
show up and have a great evening with friends. We appreciate each and everyone who 
have helped make our monthly meetings go smoothly; this is our way of saying, 
“Thank you for all you do!”  
On behalf of the CQGEC Board, 

Maggie Cooper, Volunteer Coordinator 
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CQGEC General Meeting Minutes -   October 23, 2023 

Call to Order & Welcome 

President Victoria Spears called the meeting to order at 6:33 p.m.  The Mid-City Modern Guild was scheduled to display and 

sell raffle tickets for their current quilt; however, they were unable to attend. A hearty welcome was extended to any visitors 

and Tana Mueller of Designs by Tana, our program speaker.   
 

Thank You to members with last names beginning with T-Z for providing tonight’s snacks. 
 

Reminders 

❖ We will be collecting canned goods at our Christmas party in November to benefit the Love Your Neighbor thrift 

store.   

❖ Our annual Habitat for Humanity Christmas money tree will be available at the party to tie your monetary donations 

to. 

❖ Money for Christmas party dinner is due TONIGHT to Karen Hudgins.  If you don’t have the payment, please 

contact her to make arrangements. 

❖ We need 10 volunteers to decorate 1 round table each for the Christmas party dinner; we have 2 volunteers at this 

time (at least 2 more committed during the meeting). Please see Pat Tidwell if you would be interested in decorating 

a table.  Please see Deanna, Karen or Victoria if you have additional questions regarding the decorated tables. 
 

Happy Birthday Wishes! 

Members with September and October birthdays were recognized, especially Junior Ambassador Azalea Wainscott (turned 

5 in September). 
 

Sunshine & Shadows 

❖ Charlotte Ricke’s mother (Jane Wiersma) recently attended her high school reunion and visited with her sister; a 

week later, her sister passed away. 

❖ Leslie Bauer’s father fractured his arm earlier this year and recently fell and broke his hip.  He is slowly getting 

better. Leslie is spending quite a bit of time helping out on the ranch. 

❖ Patty Ozga had a fantastic time visiting with family at the fair. 

❖ Pat Coleson was diagnosed with kidney cancer and recently had surgery; she is recuperating at home in Paducah. 

❖ Former member Nancy Carter’s youngest daughter recently passed away from cancer. 

❖ Deanna Haupers mother-in-law, Lorraine Haupers, recently passed away. 

❖ Dale Rozas will be having brain surgery in December to control the tremors in her left hand. 
 

Should you have any Sunshine or Shadows to share, please contact Secretary Michele Terry. 
 

Approval of Minutes 

Patty Ozga made a motion to accept the September 25, 2023 general meeting minutes; Charlotte Cronkhite seconded. The 

minutes were approved as presented. 
 

Old Business 

Correction to the October Newsletter: Charlotte Ricke and helpers are presently working on the 2025 raffle quilt (not yet 

named) - not the Zen Garden, which is 2024’s raffle quilt. Charlotte said we’d probably wait till the top is finished to choose a 

name. 
 

New Business 

❖ Secretary vacancy:  Vickie Rook made a motion to nominate Michele Terry for the vacant Secretary position; Patty 

Ozga seconded.  Motion carried. 

❖ Trisha Dorst made a motion to elect Michele Terry as Secretary; Judy Townes seconded. The motion carried. 

❖ Website: D’Aon Lucas, Guild Webmaster, made a brief presentation regarding the set up of member profiles and 

encouraged members to make use of our new website.  D’Aon shared that each paid member should have received 

an email from Mary Gajdica giving your user name (first initial and last name) and a temporary password. Members 

are encouraged to sign in and create a new password.  If you did not receive such an email, please contact D’Aon. 

The account profile asks pretty much the same information the paper form does.  Toward the bottom of the profile, 

the “I agree to have my picture displayed and used on the website” is automatically checked.  If you do NOT want 

your picture viewable to others, please uncheck the box. Should you forget your password, log in,  

(cont next page) 
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  CQGEC General Meeting Minutes ~ October 23rd– Continued 

choose “Forgot my password”; an email will be sent to you with a temporary password; follow the instructions to reset 

your password.  The member directory is not accessible until a profile is created. The ability to purchase and pay for 

raffle quilt tickets on the website should be possible in the near future.  D’Aon mentioned several of the headings 

available on the website - About, Quilt Show, Community Service - to name a few.  “New” emails are for 

board/committee members ONLY; those emails are directly tied to the guild. 
 

Door Prizes 

The following attendees’ tickets were drawn for their chosen prize and distributed by Junior Ambassador Azalee Wainscott: 

Kelly Glankler, Sandy Pearson, Sharla Cleaver, Connie Breen, Maurine Martin and Dale Rozas. 
 

Committee Reports 

❖ Volunteer - Maggie Cooper thanked all the volunteers for this year, including those who helped for July’s show.  She 

mentioned that the volunteers would have the month of November off for the Christmas party! Maggie told us that the 

board would be volunteering for November and asked that we not tell them. Let it be a surprise! 

❖ Building Our Guild - Debbie Ray gave information about a beginning quilting class she will be facilitating beginning 

January 21, 2024 at Swan Haven Fabrics & Plants in Duncanville.  The class will be held on Sunday afternoons from 

1-5 and last 6-7 weeks. Cost for the class is $150 and will include the book “Start Quilting” by Alex Alexander; 

materials for the class will NOT be included in the cost. Please contact Debbie if you know of someone who might be 

interested; class size is limited to 6 and there are a limited number of machines available. 

❖ Program - Karen Hudgins reminded everyone of the Amazing Bobbin Race (detailed in the October Newsletter) 

stating that the rules were pretty understandable.   She asked for donations for door prizes for the Christmas party. 

❖ Membership - Mary Gajdica noted that 49 members were in attendance with 2 new members. We had 359 club hours 

and 312 community service hours reported. $55 was collected for the New Members’ Raffle Quilt. 
 

Shop News 

❖ Charlotte Cronkhite of Swan Haven shared that they will have a beginning quilting class starting up in January, and 

the Tilda fabrics are selling well. They are close to their Christmas cut-off date for long arm services. She mentioned 

that various fabrics are on sale through the end of the month, including Halloween and Kaffe Fassett fabrics. 

❖ D’Aon Lucas of Quilted Connections said she has plenty of time for your Christmas long-arm needs.  Please contact 

her at quiltedconnections.com. 

❖ Mary Gajdica of GiGi’s Quilt Shop mentioned the Laura Heine classes scheduled for December 7th and 8th for a 

cost of $130 which includes a beginning quilt pattern. She also shared that she is offering Brazilian embroidery 

classes every third Thursday and third Saturday of each month. Tana’s Stitchless Applique’ classes are scheduled for 

January 15, 17 and 24.  Please contact her with questions. 

 

Program 

Tana Mueller of Designs by Tana (“DBT”) out of Crowley exhibited some of her quilts and presented her Stitchless Applique’ 

technique and tips.  DBT will be celebrating their 20th anniversary during 2024 and is currently working on a Texas collage 

mystery quilt that will be presented as a Block of the Month (BOM) with certain blocks presented in a class ($20) at GiGi’s 

Quilt Shop in Midlothian on January 15, 17 and 24. In order to attend these classes, you must be signed up for the BOM. Kits 

for the blocks will be available at GiGi’s. 

 

Prior to describing her Stitchless Applique’ technique, Tana shared some of the tools and tips of her trade and explained their 

importance. Tana passed around several samples of small stitchless applique’ pieces while she discussed some of her tips. 

 

Clean Up: Maggie Cooper asked for help folding and removing the tables used for tonight’s meeting and reminded those 

who’d provided snacks to pick up their dishes. 

 

Adjournment: Victoria thanked everyone for coming and adjourned the meeting at 8:03 to allow members to shopTana’s 

products. 
 

Respectfully submitted, Michele Terry- CQGEC Secretary 
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SUPPORT   YOUR LOCAL QUILT SHOPS!!  

 

TEXAS COUNTRY QUILTING 

www.texascountryquilting.com 
972-351-1643 
Sharla Cleaver 
Quilting & Long arm services, 
Memory Quilts 
---------------------------------------------- 

TOPS 2 QUILTS 

62ginaquilts@gmail.com 

Gina Padgett 

817-475-7394 

Custom and edge to edge Longarm 

Quilting 

Wool and Blend batting available 
---------------------------------------------- 

SELDOM SEEN QUILTING 

www.seldomseenquilting.com  
511 Brown St., Waxahachie  
972-921-6715  
Diana Buckley- Long- arm rental and 
quilting services 
---------------------------------------------- 

QUILTED CONNECTIONS 
www.quiltedconnections.com 
Daon@quiltedconnections.com  
D'Aon Lucas 
909-792-8603  
Digital edge to edge quilting and 
binding services 

SWAN HAVEN FABRICS AND 

PLANTS 
www.swanhavenfabricsandplants.com 
1134 S Cedar Ridge Dr, Duncanville 
469-759-6477 
Charlotte Cronkhite 

 We are taking enrollment in our 
upcoming January classes. Beginner 
quilting will begin a 6-session class on 
January 21st. Limited to 6 participants, so 
secure your spot soon. 

 Our first “Block of the Month” for 2024 
begins on January 23rd and January 27th. 
Stop by, check out the sample, and pick 
your kit. 

 Don’t forget Gift Certificates make a 
wonderful gift. 

 We will be closed Dec 21st through Dec 
26th and January 11th through January 
14th.  

--------------------------------------------------- 
DESIGNS by TANA 

Stitchless Appliqué classes at GG’s Quilt 

Shop on 1/15, 1/17, and 1/24, 2024 . Visit 

www.designsbytana.com or email 

designsbytana@gmail.com to find out more. 

GG’S QUILT SHOP  
Mary Gajdica  
3220 Caleb Court E., Midlothian  
Hours: 10-5. Closed Mondays, 
Wednesdays, holidays  
Phone: 214-546-1212  
email: ggsquiltshop@outlook.com 
A full service quilt shop including long-
arm services.   
Please call before coming. 

 Dec. 7th and 8th - Laura Heine 2-day 
class - Details coming soon and will 
be posted to Facebook or on my 
personal page. 
 3rd Thursdays and 3rd Saturdays - 
Come and join the fun - $40. 
Brazilian Embroidery - Start, stop and 
start again at any time. 
 Tana Mueller - Mystery Block of the 
month can be picked up on 
December 6th and the 1st 
Wednesday thereafter. 
 Beginner Classes ongoing. $30 per 
class, pattern included. Call or send 
me an email at 
ggsquiltshop@outlook.com if you 
want to join any class. 

I truly appreciate your business. 

Mary Gajdica, Owner 
 

 

   

http://www.texascountryquilting.com/
mailto:62ginaquilts@gmail.com
http://www.seldomseenquilting.com/
http://www.quiltedconnections.com/
mailto:Daon@quiltedconnections.com
mailto:https://www.swanhavenfabricsandplants.com/
http://www.designsbytana.com/
mailto:designsbytana@gmail.com
mailto:ggsquiltshop@outlook.com
mailto:ggsquiltshop@outlook.com
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Board Members for August 2023 to July 2024 

Your Board Members  

  Name Email 

President: Victoria Spears info@elliscountyquilters.com 

Programs: Karen Hudgin programs@elliscountyquilters.com 

Treasurer: Sandy Pearson treasurer@elliscountyquilters.com 

Secretary: Michele Terry secretary@elliscountyquilters.com 

Ways & Means: Charlotte Ricke raffletickets@elliscountyquilters.com 

  Leslie Bauer 

 Quilt Show: Joyce Fogarty quiltshow@elliscountyquilters.com 

  D’Aon Lucas 

 Community Service: Cheryl Brynsvold communityservice@elliscountyquilters.com 

  Deanna Haupers 
 Newsletter: Sasha Soto newsletter@elliscountyquilters.com 

Membership: Mary Gajdica membership@elliscountyquilters.com 

Publicity: Kathy Bright publicity@elliscountyquilters.com 

Webmaster: D’Aon Lucas webmaster@elliscountyquilters. 

Social Media: Krystle Wainscott socialmedia@elliscountyquilters.com 

Hospitality &Door Prizes: Dale Rozas hospitality@elliscountyquilters.com 

Retreat/ Volunteer Coordinator: Maggie Cooper retreat@elliscountyquilters.com 

 
Debbie Ray 

 Committee Positions 

Guild Shop Sandy Pearson guildshop@elliscountyquilters.com 

Vendor Coordinator Janice Kendrick vendorcoordinator@elliscountyquilters.com 

 
Cindy Garris 

 QOV Coordinator Patty Ozga qovcoordinator@elliscountyquilters.com 

 

 

  

Sunshine & Shadows 
 Leslie Bauer’s father fractured his arm earlier this year and has now fallen and 

fractured his hip. Leslie is spending a lot of time with her parents at their farm. 
 Dale Rozas will be having another brain surgery for the tremor in her left hand. She had this 

surgery several years ago for the tremor in her right hand and it was very successful. Surgery will be 
scheduled for after the first of the year. 

Please keep these members and their families in your thoughts and prayers.  

If you know of anyone who should be added, please contact Maggie Cooper, Secretary 
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Beginning Quilt Classes 

 

When:  Sunday, January 21, 2024.  1pm – 5pm.  6 week course 

Where: SwanHaven Fabrics & Plants 

  1134 S Cedar Ridge Dr 

  Duncanville, TX 75137 

  469-759-6447/store    214-232-5878/cell 

Cost: $150 Class fee will include a copy of Alex Anderson’s “Start Quilting” book.  The 

student can purchase their class fabrics at Swanhaven at a 15% discounted price. 

FYI:  There will be a limited number of sewing machines to use in the classroom.  In addition, various 

quilting tools will be available to share.  Of course, students may bring their own machine and tools.  

 The photo is a sample of what the finished 40”x40” quilt will look like.  The student will be able to 

pick out their own fabric from the beautiful selection at SwanHaven. 

 To reserve your space, call shop Wednesday – Sunday 12pm – 6pm. A full supply list will be 

provided when you register. 

We look forward to sharing the love of quilting!!! 

Charlotte Cronkhite, owner` 


