
 

2026 Creative Quilters Guild of Ellis County Quilt Show Entry Information                                               Page 1 

Entry withdrawal………..    Page 3 
Entry Submissions………     Page 4 
Entries & Entry Material..  Page 5 
Label & Sleeve……               Page 6 
Check- In & Pick-up…..       Page 7 
Master or Artisan?.....        Page 8 
Divisions & Categories…    Page 9-10 
Tips for Submission…         Page 11 
Judge Critique……               Page 12 

It is a good idea to read 
this file of  information 
before you submit your   
quilt entry.  It may 
help you in deciding 
where to place your 
quilt! 



 

2026 Creative Quilters Guild of Ellis County Quilt Show Entry Information                                               Page 2 

 

We hope that you will come out to 

the show and see all the great 

quilts.  We know you will get a lot 

of ideas and inspiration!! 

Entering the show is a wonderful way to share your quilts with 
other people who love the art of quilting! This is a time to come 
together as a Guild, and show what you do and have been doing 
all year long.  

This is your time to come to the CQGEC  Quilt Show and show your 
quilt, get inspired and celebrate the very talented members of our 

quilting community. They are presenting a large variety of styles and 
techniques to help support our quilt guild’s mission.  

There is no entry fee for the new young quilter category. We are 
excited to encourage and celebrate young quilters and hope this 
category will generate lots of entries and enthusiasm! Please 
spread the word! Encourage the young people in your life to 
start working on their entries!  

Our show is  intended to showcase the work of quilt makers of all skill levels.   

We are happy to announce that we 
are now making it easier than ever 

for you to submit your entry forms!  
 We are again online this year!  

This year’s theme is  
“Welcome to Our Porch” 
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We are again giving ribbons to honor the art of hand and machine quilting. It also  

recognizes the skill and creativity that goes into each type of quilting. This is a ribbon 

that will go to the quilter.  

• Merit Hand Quilting– AKA, not using a sewing machine. It involves sewing         

together three layers (backing, batting and quilt top) using a hand sewn running 

stitch.  

• Merit Machine Quilting with a Stationary Needle- Qualifying quilts are quilted 

on a domestic sewing machine where the quilt is moved under the needle to 

create the quilting design.  

• Merit Free Motion Machine Quilting with a Movable Needle -  Qualifying quilts 

are quilted by manually moving the needle over the surface of the quilt as with a 

long-arm or mid-arm sewing machine. 

• Merit Computer-Aided Machine Quilting with a Movable Needle-  This is basi-

cally a computer program connecting a long-arm machine and frame. Qualify-

ing quilts are quilted by long-arm automation. Qualifying quilts are quilted by 

the needle moving over the surface of the quilt.  

If you find you must withdraw an entry,  
please  notify the quilt entries chairman via 
email or phone NO LATER than July 1st, 2026.  

quiltshow@elliscountyquilters.com        
 

mailto:mail%20to:ailto:quiltentries@elliscountyquilters.com
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ENTRY LIMITS: 
• Each entrant may submit a 

maximum of  three (3) quilts. 
• You may not have more than 

two (2) quilts per category 
with the exclusion of Non-
Judged quilts.  

• Quilts that require special 
handling/ packaging may not 
be accepted.  

 

Information for each entry, along with other requested entry materials must be 
submitted via the Guild website at www.elliscountyquilters.com.  When you are on 
the webpage click on the “Quilt Show” tab.  Near the bottom of the page, you can 
click “2026 Entry Form” that will let you submit your online entry form, or you 
can click “2026  Entry Rules & Information”. This PDF can be downloaded to   
easily review the rules, categories, etc. before starting. 
Entries will close at  11:59 pm on May 31, 2026!  

ENTRY SUBMISSIONS: 
Please have all the needed information available before starting the process online.              

EACH DIGITAL ENTRY SHALL CONSIST OF: 
1. ENTRANT INFORMATION which includes contact information, name of entry 
2. COMPLETED ENTRY FORM 
3. FOR NON-MEMBERS ONLY– appropriate entry fee  
4. ONE COLOR PHOTO OF EACH ENTRY that is in focus and shows correct colors and designs 

sent to quiltshow@elliscountyquilters.com  

FEES: 
• Guild members in good standing may enter 

up to three (3) quilts for free.  
• Non-members of the CQGEC pay a non-

refundable fee of $15.00 per entry.  
• Entries in Non-judged and Young quilters 

are exempt from entry fees.  

JUDGED SHOW ENTRY RULES &  
  REGULATION 

Thank you for your interest in entering the CQGEC Quilt Show to be held on July 17th –18th, 
2026. Entries will be evaluated and judged by nationally recognized judges. Ribbons are 

awarded at the discretion of the judges.  
QUESTIONS ABOUT RULES OR ENTRY FORMS SHOULD BE     

      DIRECTED TO:  Joyce Fogarty   
 

quiltshow@elliscountyquilters.com        

PLEASE DON’T ASK US TO 
ACCEPT YOUR ENTRY AFTER 
THE ENTRY DEADLINE HAS 
PASSED. 
We cannot accept late entries 
due to the deadlines we have in 
preparations for the quilt show.  

ENTRANTS: 
• Each entry may have only ONE entrant 
• Entrant must be either 
  The owner of the quilt entered 
  The maker of the quilt top 

http://www.elliscountyquilters.com
mailto:mail%20to:ailto:quiltentries@elliscountyquilters.com
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• Entries may not have been displayed in the judged show portion of any previous CQGEC Quilt Show. 

• Entries in judged categories must have been completed within the last five (5) years. 

• Entries must be clean, free of strong odors, free of animal hair or fur, and be in good condition. 

• The CQGEC reserves the right to refuse any entry deemed to be inappropriate or which fails to meet 

entry requirements.  

• The CQGEC reserves the right to refuse any entry due to the show entry capacity being full.  

• Entries may not be framed and/or under glass. 

• Entries may not include rigid frames, rods or mounting devises without prior approval. 

• Entries may not include embellishments with sharp edges that could be hazardous.  

• All entries accepted and displayed are at the discretion of the quilt show arrangers.  All efforts will be 

made to accommodate and display all entries.  

  ENTRIES & ENTRY MATERIALS 
 
   DIVISIONS/ CATEGORIES 
• Master  & Artisan divisions are determined by the eligibility of the  

person(s) who made the quilt top.  

• Some categories are denoted as “One Person.”  This means that 

ONE person did ALL the work: cutting, piecing, appliqué, quilting, 

binding, etc.  

• The Entry Committee reserves the right to 

 determine the final placement of quilts in categories,  

 combine or divide categories in order to facilitate 

judging.  

• All quilts MUST have the quilt top completed at the time of entry    

submission. No photos of pattern covers or drawings of quilt de-

signs will be accepted.  
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All quilts entered into the show must have an 

open-ended 4 inch diameter hanging sleeve 

stitched to the entire width of the quilt. Minia-

ture quilts are excluded from this requirement. 

Quilts that are longer than 90” must have the 

top of the sleeve attached 90” from the bottom 

of the quilt. The sleeve should be sewn firmly to 

your quilt (not pinned), as this is the only support 

for the quilt while hanging during the two‐day 

show. 

To construct a sleeve: Cut a strip of fabric at least 

8 ½” wide and the length equaling the width of 

the quilt. Make a narrow hem at each end of the 

strip. Align the long edges, wrong sides together, 

and sew, making a fabric tube.  Stitch the top  

and bottom edges of the tube down making sure 

that the top edge of the tube measures 90” from 

the bottom of the quilt. 

 

There are many YouTube videos showing how to 

do this.  

NEITHER THE SHOW NOR THE GUILD 

WILL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR DAMAGE TO A 

QUILT THAT DRAGS ON THE FLOOR.  

 

RULES FOR DISPLAY 
 
• Each entry must have a fabric identification label firmly attached by either stitching or fusing.  The label 

must include your name and the title of the quilt.  For convenience and consistency, we prefer the lower 
left hand corner of the back, when you are looking at the back.  

• To ensure impartiality in judging, baste or safety pin a plain piece of fabric across the top of your label so 
that your information is hidden.  Baste only the top side, leaving the other three sides loose.  

Quilt is longer than 90”, sleeve is attached 
90” from bottom  

If quilt is less  than 90”, sleeve is attached  
at the top of quilt.  
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WHY DO WE REQUIRE ENTRIES TO BE IN A PILLOWCASE OR FABRIC BAG?: 
On the setup day, the entries committee carries them out to the show floor and places 
them in their pillowcase on the floor in front of the spot where it will be displayed. It 
may sit on the floor for minutes or up to an hour. We do not want your quilt to get dirty 
any more than you do.  

PICK UP INFORMATION FOR QUILTS 
 

 Pick up time is between 4:00-5:30 pm on Saturday, July 18th, 2026 at the Sokol 
Hall Ennis, 2622 TX-34 in Ennis, TX  75119. 

 We need to have all the poles and drapes out of the way before we will be able to 
release the quilts to the owners. 

 Please wait in the designated areas for your quilt pick up.   

CHECK-IN INFORMATION FOR QUILTS 
 

 Each quilt entry must be delivered in its own individual fabric bag/pillowcase with the 
entrant’s name, phone number and quilt name written in permanent marker  

     either directly onto the bag or on a label firmly stitched or fused to the bag.  
 Drop off time is between 1-6:30 pm on Wednesday, July 15th, 2026 at the Sokol Hall 

Ennis, 2622 TX-34 in Ennis, TX  75119. 
 CQGEC will not be responsible for entries left at the show venue prior to the stated     

delivery date and delivery time.  
 CQGEC reserves the right to exclude any quilts from judging that are delivered to the 

show venue after 6:30 PM on July  15th.  
 If you are unable to meet the deadline, please have a friend or family member bring 

your quilt for check-in. 
• All entries accepted and displayed are at the discretion of the quilt show arrangers. 
• All efforts will be made to accommodate and display all  entries.  



 

2026 Creative Quilters Guild of Ellis County Quilt Show Entry Information                                               Page 8 

You are a quilter /maker of 
wearable art and you sell/ 
have sold your work for profit. 

ARE YOU A “MASTER” OR AN “ARTISAN” 

You teach /have taught quilting 
or wearable art  techniques and 
received  compensation.  

You have ever had a quilt compete 
in the Master Division of any 
CQGEC quilt show in the past or 
have been classified as a “Master” 
or “Professional” at any quilt show.  

YES 
MASTER 

NO   
If you got this far with 
all “NO” answers, you are 
officially an “ARTISAN” 

You have published a quilt book 
or pattern. 

You have won a total of two or 
more blue ribbons in any   
combination of the following: 
local, county, state, national or 
international judged quilting 
competitions, including CQGEC.  

NO   
Possibly an  
Artisan 

NO   
Possibly an       
Artisan 

NO   
Possibly an       
Artisan 

NO   
Possibly an       
Artisan 

You have won “Best of Show”   
Ribbon in any of the following:  
local, county, state, national or  
international judged quilting    
competitions.  

You have had a quilt or 
garment juried  into a 
highly prestigious  exhibit 
such as Quilt National, 
The Houston Quilt Show, 
etc.  

NO  
possibly an 
Artisan 

NO  
possibly an 
Artisan 

YES 
MASTER 

YES 
MASTER 

YES 
MASTER 

YES 
MASTER 

YES 
MASTER 

YES 
MASTER 
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  ARTISAN DIVISION 
201- LARGE PIECED- ONE PERSON:  
Any quilt which is LARGER than 72" on 
any one side. Primarily patchwork and 
machine quilted. 
 
202- LARGE PIECED- TWO PERSON:  
Any quilt which is LARGER than 72" on 
any one side. Primarily patchwork and 
machine quilted. TWO people are in-
volved in making of quilt. 
 
203- SMALL PIECED- ONE PERSON:   
Any quilt which is SMALLER than 72" 
on any one side. One side is at least 
30” or larger. Primarily patchwork 
and machine quilted. 
 
204- SMALL PIECED- TWO PERSON:  
Any quilt which is SMALLER than 72" 
on any one side. One side is at least 
30” or larger. Primarily patchwork 
and machine quilted. TWO people are 
involved in making of quilt. 
 
205– LARGE PAPER PIECED – ONE OR TWO 
PERSON: Any quilt which is LARGER 
than 72" on any one side. Primarily 
Paper Pieced and machine quilted. 
 
206– SMALL PAPER PIECED – ONE OR TWO 
PERSON: Any quilt which is SMALLER 
than 72" on any one side. Primarily 
Paper Pieced and machine quilted. 
 
207- FIRST QUILT- ONE OR TWO PERSON: 
First quilt ever made. May be quilted 
by someone else.  (This is not for 
first quilt entered in a show, but 
rather first ever quilt made.) 
 
208-YOUNG QUILTERS:   
Any quilt constructed by a young 
quilter age 17 AND UNDER. 

CONTINUED ON  NEXT PAGE 

DIVISIONS & CATEGORIES 
Divisions are determined by the eligibility of the “maker” of the quilt.  CQGEC defines the “maker” as the person 
who made the quilt top. Please review the flow chart  to determine whether you are classified as a Master or 
Artisan.  

MASTER DIVISION 
101- LARGE PIECED- ONE PERSON:   
Any quilt which is LARGER than 72" 
on any one side. Primarily patchwork 
and machine quilted. 
 
102- LARGE PIECED- TWO PERSON:  
Any quilt which is LARGER than 72" 
on any one side. Primarily patchwork 
and machine quilted. TWO people are 
involved in making of quilt. 
 
103-  SMALL PIECED- ONE PERSON:  
Any quilt which is SMALLER than 72" 
on any one side. One side is at 
least 30” or larger. Primarily 
patchwork and machine quilted. 
 
104- SMALL PIECED- TWO PERSON:  
Any quilt which is SMALLER than 72" 
on any one side. One side is at 
least 30” or larger. Primarily 
patchwork and machine quilted. TWO 
people are involved in making of 
quilt. 
 
105– LARGE PAPER PIECED – ONE OR TWO 
PERSON: Any quilt which is LARGER 
than 72" on any one side. Primarily 
Paper Pieced and machine quilted. 
 
106– SMALL PAPER PIECED – ONE OR TWO 
PERSON: Any quilt which is SMALLER 
than 72" on any one side. Primarily 
Paper Pieced and machine quilted. 
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DIVISIONS & CATEGORIES 
Divisions are determined by the eligibility of the “maker” of the quilt.  CQGEC defines the “maker” as the person 
who made the quilt top. Please review the flow chart on page 8 to determine whether you are classified as a 
Master or Artisan.  

NON-JUDGED DIVISION 
401- VINTAGE QUILTS/EXHIBIT ONLY:  
Quilts entered in this category 
will not be judged and must be 
less than 96". Can be made over 5 
years ago, use any technique, and 
can be made with many “makers”. 
 
402– JUNIOR DIVISION:  
Any quilt made by a junior under 
the age of 17, that will not be 
judged. 
 
403— What If Art Group Challenges 
 

 

OPEN DIVISION 
301-LARGE APPLIQUE- ONE OR TWO PERSON: 
Any quilt which is LARGER than 72" on any 
one side. Primarily applique and machine 
quilted. 
 
302- SMALL APPLIQUE- ONE OR TWO PERSON: 
Any quilt which is SMALLER than 72" on 
any one side. One side is at least 30” or 
larger. Primarily applique and machine 
quilted.  
 
303- MINIATURE QUILTS:  
Any quilt which has no side measuring 
more than 24".  Any technique may be 
used. 
 
304- MIXED TECHNIQUES:  
Piecing and applique, of equal amounts, 
in one quilt. May be hand or machine 
quilted. 
 
305- OTHER TECHNIQUES:   
White work, Red work, Embroidery, Cathe-
dral Window, Yo-Yo, Crazy Quilts or any 
other quilt that doesn't fit into the 
pieced, applique or art quilt categories. 
 
306- 3 0R MORE PERSON QUILT/ FRIENDSHIP: 
Quilt made by 3 or more persons using any 
technique. 
 
307- ART QUILTS:  
Must be an ORIGINAL design that you made. 
Any technique or combination of tech-
niques or materials. 
 
308- USA 250TH ANNIVERSARY THEME QUILTS- 
ONE OR TWO PERSON: Any technique. One or 
two person. 
 
309- KITS OR BOM QUILTS:  
Quilts with patterns that came with the 
fabric, fabric was laser cut or quilts 
that you did not pick out the fabric for. 
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PLEASE BE SURE TO REVIEW THE DIVISIONS AND CATEGORY DESCRIPTIONS: 
 Our divisions and categories are specific and well-defined. Please help us by reviewing all the information 
and having everything ready when you go online to complete and submit your entry.  
 
KNOW THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN MASTER AND ARTISAN:    If you have EVER done something that 

places you in a  MASTER in any show, you are a MASTER FOR LIFE in our show.  
 
PROVIDE THE DIMENSIONS OF THE QUILT:    You may not know for certain how big or small it will end 

up after quilting, but we have to have some idea of how wide the quilt is for display planning. Give us your 
best guess. We need overall dimensions to ensure it is in the correct category.  Double check to make sure 
you have the width and length in the correct blanks. Make sure to round up to whole number.  
 
PROVIDE THE NAME OF THE QUILTER:   We need that information for the signage and any special 

recognition. We also need to ensure that you did not enter a two-person entry in a one-person category.  

PLEASE BE SURE YOU DON’T PUT YOUR TWO-PERSON OR GROUP QUILTS INTO A ONE-PERSON 
CATEGORY: 
One-Person means that only one person did EVERYTHING: 
*Cut the fabric        *Sewed the quilt top together    *Did the quilting themselves  *Sewed the binding 
 
If you paid or had someone else to do any of those functions (purchasing a pre-cut kit, hired a quilter, had 
someone else do the binding…) it is no longer a one-person quilt.  
If you bought old quilt blocks at a garage sale  and made a quilt out of them, it is no longer a one-person quilt.  
If you have old vintage quilt blocks that you inherited, it’s likely you will not know how many people actually 
worked on those blocks, so it should be entered in the 3 or more persons/ Group category.  

MAKE SURE YOU GIVE US A QUILTERS STATEMENT:  People like to know about their favorite 

quilts. Was it made for a special reason?  What inspired you to make it?  Keep your descriptions short, 
but tell us something. We only have a limited space on our signage.  

REQUIRED PHOTO (S):  We use the photos  submitted to plan the order that the quilts will be hung in the 

display area.   Please make sure that the pictures are not:  
*Too dark        *Too light     *Out of focus or blurry 
We do not expect professional-quality photos, but we need to know the color and design , as that will help us 
in planning our quilt layout.  This will ensure that the quilts on either side will complement your quilt.  
Your photo needs to have the quilt top finished. Your quilt top does not have to be quilted to turn in your 
entry form.  
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1. Show Readiness 
 Quilt should be clean;  

Should be free of animal hairs; 
All threads should be neatly trimmed; 
Markings should be removed. 

 
2. Visual Impact 

Design balance  
Use of color/value  
Overall appeal) 

 
3. Execution of Chosen Construction Technique 

Piecing:   
Seams and intersections should meet accurately; 
Points should be sharp;   
Curves & Circles smooth & round 
Seam lines should be straight; 
Piecing thread should be an appropriate color;  
Dark fabrics should not shadow through lighter fabrics 
at seams 
Applique:  
Edges of applique motifs should be well-secured;  
Decorative stitches should be consistently applied;  
Curves should be smooth, circles should be uniformly 
circular;  
Shadowing should be avoided; 
Shapes that are supposed to be alike should be alike. 

 
4. Execution of Quilting Technique  

Machine:    
Thread tension should be consistent on both front and 
back;  
Starts and stops should be well-handled and secure;  
Stitch length should be even;  
Back tracking should be accurate;  
Ditch quilting should remain in the ditch; 

  
Hand:   
Stitches should be even and straight;  
Knots should be buried;  
Traveling stitches should not be visible 

What do Quilt Judges Look For? 
 
Please remember that suggestions for improvement are not meant to be negative and are not a verdict on your 
hard work.  Judges try their best to be impartial and often, a quilt that wins at one show may not win at the next – 
it  depends on the competition! 
 

5. Appropriateness of Quilting 
Quilting design should complement quilt 
top;  
Spaces should be filled with a consistent 
density of quilting;  
Parallel lines and grids should run true;  
Curves and circular designs should be fluid 
and true;  

 
6. Borders and Sashings 

Straight lines should be straight;  
 
Borders and sashings should be properly 
proportioned to blocks; 
Sashings should accurately line up both ver-
tically and horizontally;  
Borders should fit properly without waving 
or rippling. 

 
7. Edge Treatment 

Binding should be filled to the edge with 
batting; 
Avoid rippling in binding application; 
Binding should be a consistent width; 
Visible machine stitches should be straight 
& evenly applied from all edges; 
Hand stitching should be small, tight, and 
invisible;  


